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From Inquirer Wire Services * * 

■WASHINGTON — Re-establishment 
of the House Select Committee on As- 
sassinations was delayed yesterday 
when a resolution that would have 
expanded the committee’s scope and 
budget was withdrawn from consider- 
ation in the House of Representa- 
tives. 

The committee was established last 
fall by the 9Mi Congress to investi- 
gate the murders of President John 
F. Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. If its work is to continue, it 
must be approved by the 95th Con- 
gress. 

A number of House members have 


delayed 

opposed the committte’s proposed 
budget of $6.5 million, feeling that it 
is too high. They also- have com- 
plained about chief counsel Richard 
A. Sprague’s request for special in- 
vestigative tools and his plans to 
broaden the scope of the inquiry to 
include actions of the CIA and the 
FBI. 

Rep. Henry B. Gonzalez (D., Tex.), 
who is expected to chair the commit- \ 
tee said he withdrew the resolution 
because he doubted that it would 
pass. The resolution was being con- 
sidered under 'suspension-of-the-rules 
procedures, which would; have lim- I 
ited debate, prohibited any amend-. | 
merits, and required two-thirds ap- | 
proval of those present and voting.- f 

“1 never had a fair chance,” Gon- | 
zalez said. “I’m like a prizefighter | 
who gets knowked out before he even | 
gets in 'the ring.” | 

Yesterday’s effort was the second f 
attempt at re-establishing the com- 1 
mittee. The resolution was first con- 
sidered last week under unanimous 
consent procedures and was defeated 
by Rep. Robert R. Bauman (R., 
Md., who objected to Sprague’s re- 
quests for special investigative tools. 

The resolution*; will now go before 


the House Ruies^Cbmmittee. Appro- 
val there would send the bill to the 
House floor, where' amendments 
could be offered. Only a simple ma- | 
jority would be needed for passage. 

Gonzalez said yesterday that he 
had been urged to fire Sprague, a 
former, Philadelphia first assistant 
district attorney, because of Sprague’s 
request for electronic eavesdropping 
devices, lie detectors and voice stress 
evaluators. 

“There have been a few insinua- 
tions, I wouldn’t say demands,” Gon- 
zalez said. “But I say don’t shoot the 
piano player* he is doing his best up 
to now.” 

Gonzalez repeated the promise he 
made last week that the committee 
would establish tight rules on investi- 
gative techniques “to govern us and 
the staff.” 

He said then that investigators 
would not conduct any electronic 
bugging and- that lie detectors and 
voice stress evaluators would not be 
used on witnesses without their per- 
mission. 

House Republican leaders also op- 
posed re-establishing the committee 
at a GOP conference meeting yester- 
day morning. Minority Whip Robert 
Michel of Illinois said the resolution 
“considerably broadens the scope of 
the inquiry” to permit investigation 
of the CTA and the FBI and to use 
such investigating devices. 

He predicted the committee would 
be approved but said it should be 
narrowed specifically to the assassi- 
nations of Kennedy and King and 
should not be allowed to investigate 
the CIA and the FBI. 



